ON CONVERSION

Bernard’s sermon On Conversion was given in 1140 in Paris, as
a public discourse. It is unique among his sermons in the au-
dience to which it is addressed, and also in its point of depar-
ture. ‘Bernard is not for once preaching to the converted, to
those who are trying with all their might to make progress on
the road to the presence of God. He is speaking to those who
have not yet set out, or at least not purposefully. The term con-
versio at this date had, most commonly, the sense of “deciding
to enter a religious order”; but for Bernard it is also conversion
of the heart.!

He spoke perhaps in the cloister of Notre Dame, to an au-
dience of scholars and students from the schools of Paris: Notre
Dame, St. Geneviéve, and perhaps St. Victor. His biographer
Geoffrey and Peter Lombard were in the audience (both were
at one time pupils of Hugh of St. Victor). More than twenty
of those who heard him were converted. They declared their
intention of following him to Clairvaux. He took them to the
abbey of St. Denis for the night, and when the next morning
they returned to Paris three more joined them. Their conver-
sions were to prove lasting. They were all professed at Clair-
vaux a year later.’

1. See my article “A Change of Mind in Some Scholars of the Eleventh and Twelfth
Centuries,” Studies in Church History 15 (1978):27-39.
2. VP III, Preface, IV.ii.10. ~
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L. Tuat No ONE Can B CONVERTED TO THE Lorp
UNLESS THE Lorp WiLrs It FirsT,
AND CALLs HiM wity an INNER VoIcE

L. You have come, I believe. to hear
. : . the Word of God (Acts 3-
19:10). I can see no other reason why you should rush rmhm _nzwn whﬂ_.

God—if, that is, they keep j
. v at 1s, they keep it (Lk 11:28). Blessed are th
mindful of his laws, provided that they obey them (Ps :%Nm .m_ Mw\ rmcmm._m
Mo””..n “»m E_M words of eternal life indeed (Jn 6:69) and the hour
. would it were here now!——when the dead . hall i
voice and they who hear j i : “To ro.mn i
e Gumwwo&w ear it shall live (Jn 5:25). For, “To do his will
And if you would like to know what his will is: It j
s will is: It is that
vn. ,_unossw_.naa. Inu.n eu\rma he himself says, “It is not my M\mm\nahw% %M
,M_o ed should vn:mr. " (Ez 18:23), says the Lord, “but rather that the
s o:“m turn rm.oB their wickedness and live” (Mt. 11:14) 4
rom these words we see clearly that our s..:n rmn i
] t
%“W\ MJ%:WW oMEQ.&oP and there is no other way to m“mo_w :ﬂnowom_%
.77 AAS the same Lord says, “Unless you are co
- » Il i . H i
._nmnwvn _%n ~_§_n Q_:_ﬂ_.nﬂ, you will not enter ﬁ_ww Ezmﬁ_oEaMM MMM“MM.@%MH
-+) Lruly, only little children will enter, for jt j li i
leads them (Is 9:6), he who was bor i e
:6), n and given to us for thi
M.wnm@vr W.aw the voice the dead will hear and when they rnm“.mmmnﬂw\w%m
:25). Per i .
Poa 4ps 1t Is even necessary to preach the Gospel to the dead (1
And meanwhile a word comes to mj i
. ind, brief," but full of i
%w:nr rﬂrn Bo.:&.a. of the Lord has spoken, as the prophet vnm..%u%“”wmm.
you have said,” he cries undoubtedly speaking to the Lord his God.
be o~o:<n_.8m. sons of men” (Is 1:20, 40:5: Ps 89:3) .
t seems wholly fitting that it is oosi,u.mmos ﬂ.r ti i
w atisr
sons o_m men; it is absolutely necessary for sinners. The rwuhwﬂ_nm MM_.M”M
are told to give praise, as the same Prophet says in the Psalm, “Praise

our God, O Sion” .17 . ]
Wo:m (Ps 32:1). ton” (Ps 147:12); that is more appropriate for the right-

—_—_—
L. Verbum Abbreviatum; this pun is also used by

as the title of his manual for preachers, PL 205. Peter the Chanter later in the SEntuny
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2. As to the remainder of what he says: “You have said” (Ps
89:3), I do not think that is to be passed over carelessly or heard un-
reflectively. For who dare compare the sayings of men with what
God is said to have said? The Word of God is living and effective
(Heb 4:12). His voice is a voice of magnificence and power (Ps 28:4).
“He spoke and they were made™ (Ps 148:5). He said, “Let there be
light, and there was light” (Gn 1:3). He said, “Be converted” (Ps
89:3), and the sons of men have been converted. So the conversion
of souls is clearly the work of the divine voice, not of any human
voice. Even Simon son of John (Jn 21:15), called and appointed by
the Lord to be a fisher of men, will toil in vain all night and catch
nothing until he casts his net at the Lord’s word. Then he can catch
a vast multitude (Jn 21:15ff; Mt 4:19).

Would that we, too, might cast our net at this word today and ex-
perience what is written, “Behold he will give his voice the sound of
power” (Ps 67:34). If I lie (Jn 8:44), that is my own fault. It will perhaps
be judged to be my own voice and not the voice of the Lord if I seek
what is my own and not what is Jesus Christ’s (Phil 2:21). For the rest,
even if I speak of the righteousness of God (Ps 57:2) and seek God’s
glory (Jn 8:50, 5:44), I can hope that what I say will be effective only
if he makes it so. I must ask him to make this voice of mine a voice of
power.

I admonish you, therefore, to lift up the ears of your heart to hear
this inner voice, so that you may strive to hear inwardly what is said to
the outward man. For this is the voice of magnificence and power (Ps
28:4), rolling through the desert (Ps 28:8), revealing secrets, shaking
souls free of sluggishness.

II. TuAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD SPEAKS AND
MAKES ITsELF HEARD TO ALL,
AND PRESENTS ITSELF EVEN TO THE SouUL
WaicH Does Not WanT To Hear

35. There is no need to make an effort to hear this voice. The difficulty
is to shut your ears to it (Is 33:15). The voice speaks up; it makes itself
heard; it does not cease to knock on everyone’s door (Rv 3:20). “Forty
years long,” he says, “I was with this generation, and I said, “They err
constantly in their hearts’ ” (Ps 94:10). He is still with us. He still
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speaks, even if no one listens. He still says, “They err in their hearts”;
Wisdom still cries in the streets (Prv 1:20-2
evildoers™ (Is 46:8).

This is the beginning of God’s speaking (Hos 1:2). And this word
which is addressed to all those who are converted in heart (Ps 84:9)
seems to have run on ahead; it is a word which not only calls them
back but leads them back, and brings them face to face with
themselves® (Ps 49:21). For it is not so much a voice of power (Ps
67:34) as a ray of light, telling men about their sins (Is 58:1) and at
the same time revealing the things hidden in darkness (1 Cor 4:5).

is inner voice and light, for they are

1). “Come to your senses,

There is no difference between th
one and the same Son of God and Word of the Father and brightness
of glory (Heb 1:3).

So, too, the substance of the soul would seem to be spiritual and
simple in its way, without any distinction of senses; the whole soul
seems to see and hear at once, if we can speak of it in that way. For
what is the purpose of the ray of light or the Word but to bring man to
know himself? Indeed, the book of conscience is opened, the wretched
Passage of life up to now recalled to mind; the sad story is told again;
reason is enlightened and what is in the memory is unfolded as though
set out before each man’s eyes. But reason and memory are not so much
“of” the soul, as themselves the soul,’ so that it is both gazer and that
which is gazed upon, brought face to face with itself (Ps49:21) and over-
come by the force of its realization of what it is seeing (Rom 2:15). It
Jjudges itself in its own court. Who can bear this judgment without
pain? “My soul is troubled within me” (Ps 41:7), says the prophet of
the Lord, and do you wonder that you cannot be brought to face your-

self without being aware of sin, without disturbance, without confu-
sion?

: 2. Literally “return to the heart.” In Vulgate and early Christian Latin usage the heart
ASHHV_& seat of thought,

w.Q.. >:m=ma=n. Qa&x@h&aaba\E_.u. 16-18, ed. M. Skutella and L, Verheijen, CCSL
27 £Turnholt, 1981).

4. The topos of the book of conscience is tsed b
ing later in the century, and widely elsewhere,

m.O:EnmnvoinEo:rm soul, see Augustine, De Trinitate, X, ed. W. ]. Mountain
and Fr. Glorie, CCSL 50 (Turnholt, 1968).

Y Alan of Lille in his manual on preach-
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III. How By THis MEANS THE SouL’s REasoN CaN JupGe
AND DiscerNn How 1O POINT TO
ALL ITs OwN EviLs AND CriTiciZzE THEM,
AS IF THEY WERE WRITTEN IN A Book

to hear from me what reason seizes on in your memory to
M.FWMJNWMM Ww:mmom. what it discerns. Listen to the inner voice; ﬁmn the
cyes of your heart, and you will learn by experience. mw_. no osa. _Hwosm.
what is in a man except the spirit which is within him” (1 Cor 2: L1).
pride or envy or greed or ambition or any other vice is hidden, it can
scarcely escape (Tb 2:8) this examination. _.m there is mo._.n_nmcws, EW@
cruelty, deception, or any fault at all, it 5_._ not be r:.EQ... M.VE this
judge who is himself the guilty party; nor will it be denied in his pres-
nunn.mo_‘ however quickly all the prurience of delighting in iniquity
passed, and however briefly the enticements of pleasure were attrac-
tive, the memory is left with a bitter impression, and dirty footprints
remain.® Into that repository as if into some cesspit runs all mgBEm:.om
and uncleanness. It is a big book in which everything is written wit
the pen of truth (Jb 19:23). The stomach endures that gn.ﬂn_.sn_mm now
(Rv 10:9-10). Although as it was swallowed it gave a wmmm_zm.v easure
to the taste, that was soon forgotten. I grieve for my stomach; I grieve
for it (Jer 4:19). Why should I not _m_.moﬁuw for the stomach of my memory
ich i with such foulness: .
ér_nw\% MMM\M_»MMM_@ which of us, if he mcamo.:_% noticed that the n_o::Mm
which covers him was spattered all over .é:r filth .msm the moc_om.ﬁ HME .
would not be violently disgusted and quickly take it off and cast it nﬂw
him indignantly? But the soul which finds itself Q:.:»E_:un&m_:% w_w
way cannot cast itself away as a man can cast away his clothes Ar.m :3).
Which of us is so patient and so brave that if he were to see his Mé:
flesh suddenly shining white with leprosy (as we read _vam:nZS
Moses’ sister Mary), he could stand calmly mam thank his m.unmﬁ_w.n M. m
12:10)? But what is that flesh but the corruptible garment in which we
2
v nﬁwﬂnmmé should we think of this leprosy of the body in all the M_o_“m
but as a rod of fatherly correction (Prv 29:15) and a vcnmmcow of the
heart (Ps 44:7)? It is a great tribulation and a most just cause of sorrow

6. Virgil, Aeneid, 111.244, ed. J. Mackail (Oxford, 1930).
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when a man who has been woken from the s

(Eph 5:29). Much less can the soul hate jtself (Jn 12:25),

IV. Tuart Hg Wno Lo
VES WIcKEDNESS |
TO HATE Not ONLY His mocrwc,_.?kmo Iwmm% MMM

3. Perhaps this text jn the P i

. salm strik
wickedness hates his own soul” %mm_m_"m% mﬂm _o M
too (Eph § ".Nov. m:..o_v\ he hates what he is saving

and %S»mmm (b 13:14). If

. :14). It you have se
::ugam. them together untj| they bleed
of the sinner’s soul. Pleasure turns to pain and ag

, 3,
.Mwnmmw:.n 1s,” he says, “there is your heart” (Mt 6:21)
——4 sou m_onw.m not feel its wound when it is no = i

—_——
7. Terence, Eunuch, 1V.vii.46, ed. J Sargeaunt {London, 195 3).

leep Q=.~ 1:11) of wretched
which he has brought
- No one hates his own flesh

you, “He who loves
ay he hates his body,
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V. OFr tHE PUNISHMENT OF SouL AND BoDY AFTER DEATH
AND OF THE FRUITLESSNESS OF REPENTANCE

6. But this return will undoubtedly be after death, when all the gates
(Dn 13:17) of the body by which the soul has been used to wandering
off to busy itself in useless pursuits and to go out to seek the passing
things of this world (1 Cor 7:31) will be shut (Ez 44:2), and it will be
forced to remain within itself; for it will have no means of escaping from
itself.

Truly that will be a most dreadful return and eternal wretched-
ness, when it can no longer repent or do penance. For where there is
no body there is no possibility of action (Mt 24:28). Where there is no
action, no satisfaction can be made. Thus to repent is to grieve; to do
penance is a remedy for sorrow. He who has no hands cannot lift his
heart in his hands to heaven (Lam 3:41). He who has not come to him-
self before the death of the flesh must remain trapped in himself for
eternity.

But in what a self? Whatever he has made himself in this life,
such he will be found when he leaves this life, or perhaps even worse,
for he will never be better.® For he has himself. Now he lays down
his body; now he receives it back again, yet not to penance but to
punishment, where the state of sin and flesh will be seen to be so
much alike that however our body is punished its sin can never be
expiated and the body’s torment can never be ended nor the body

killed by torture. Truly indeed vengeance rages forever, for it can
never wipe out sin. Nor can the body’s substance be worn away, for
then the affliction of the flesh (Eccl 12:12) would come to an end. He
who fears this, let him beware, brothers; for he who does not take
care will fall into it.

In the present we must feel-and throttle the worm of conscience,
rather than nurturing it and thus nourishing it for eternity.

7. To come back to that voice we were speaking of. It is good that
we should come to our senses (Is 46:8) while “the way is open by which
he shows us his salvation” (Ps 49:23), he who with such zealous love
calls back those who have strayed.

Let us not meanwhile resent the gnawing of that worm within.
Nor let a dangerous tenderness of mind or pernicious softness persuade

8. The doctrine of purgatory was not fully developed until the late twelfth century.
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us that we wy i
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taminates the whole house with intolerable filth. It is vain for you (Ps
126:2) to empty it when the filth is still flooding in, to repent while you
do not cease to sin. For who approves of the fasting of those who fast
for strife and contention (Is 58:4), and smite with the fist of wickedness,
but indulge themselves and do as they please (Is §8:3). “This is not the
fast that I have chosen,” says the Lord (Is 58:6). Close the windows,
fasten the doors, block all entry carefully, and when at last you are not
contending with the entry of fresh filth you will be able to clean up
what is already there (1 Cor 5 :7). If a man thinks (Jas 1:7) that what he
is asked to do is easy, it is as though he did not know about spiritual
warfare. For who can say that I do not know how to govern my own
members? So fasting puts an end to gluttony, and forbids drunkenness;
the ears are stopped up to prevent them hearing of blood, the eyes
turned from vanity (Is 33:15); the hand is directed not to acquisitiveness
but to almsgiving, and put to work to stop it thieving (Ps 118:36-37),
as it is written, “He who was a thief is a thief no more; instead he works
with his hands to do good, so that he may have something to give to the
needy” (Eph 4:28). If you do not know, it is she to whom at first you
told us to be obedient, and to give in fully to her wishes” (Rom 6:12).

At this speech the wretch grows pale and is struck dumb with con-
fusion. For his spirit is troubled within him (Ps 142:4).

But the members come to their unhappy mistress without delay to
complain bitterly against their master and bewail his hard commands.
The greedy sense of taste complains at the meanness of the limit set to
it, and the forbidding of the pleasure of gluttony. The eye complains
that it is told to weep and not wander. While these complaints are going
on, the will, stirred up and fiercely angry, says, “Are you telling me a
dream (Gn 37:9) or a story?” Now the tongue, which has discovered its
own cause for complaint, says, “It is all as you have heard. For I, too,
have been ordered not to tell stories (1 Tm 1:4, Ti 1:14) or lies and speak
from henceforth nothing but what is serious and necessary.”

9. While he promulgates laws and makes decrees in this way for
his own members, they suddenly interrupt the voice that is giving them
orders and cry with a single impulse, “Where does this new religion
come from (Acts 17:19)? It is easy for you to give orders as you like.
But someone will be found who will oppose them, who will make new
laws to contradict them.” “Who is she?” he asks. They answer, “It is
someone who is lying at home paralyzed (Mt 8:6) and deeply tor-
mented.”
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VI. How tug WILL oF MaN REsists ThE DiviNe Vorce gy
Drcﬂ.ozﬁ Och&jr AND Pripg,
AND BY A1 THE FLEsnLy SENSES

10. Then the little old woman ; i i
] . : .2 jumps up furiously, forgett |
wearmess. With hajr standing on end, her Qoﬂrvmm SW:. M% ﬂu_.mwmm

this the Way you feel compassion for me i my suffering? Up to now

losity. Ear and tongue serve vanit i inner’s oj i
¥, while the sinner’s oj]
to make my head greasy (Ps 140:5). With my tongue | B%mn_wwm__.umv__w\_

Sronr%n by myself or by others.
“To this sickness your great skill is also in the hab; i

many dressings. Then my very hands, straying m<nQ€r~nWM u%mw_mm
Particular task, but now they show themselves to be s\ro:vmn:m_:nm
to vanity, now to curiosity, now to pleasure. Even so, not all, nor
ceven one of these has ever been able to satisfy me, for mrm eye m.m t
satisfied by éwmﬂ_...ﬂ sees, nor the ear by what it _._o.E.m (Eccl W\.mv MM&
would that sometimes the body were all eye or the Enz:.un_..m 1l
turned into a gullet to eat with (1 Cor 12:17). Then indeed I mj ﬂ

E:wn that little consolation which, despite my begging, you m~~
trying to take away from me.” So she spoke, and vmn_c.m,m Wssv\ mM

T
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indignation and fury, she said, “I shall hang on; I shall hang on for
a long time.”'°

VL. ReasoN, Now At LAST STIRRED To ANGER,
ANsweRs Back anp Is Not EasiLy CONFOUNDED

11. Now the reason understands its vexation. Now it realizes some-

thing of the difficulty of what it has undertaken, and the ease with

which it thought to proceed seems an illusion. It sees that the memory

is full of filth. It sees more and more filth freely pouring into it. It sees

the windows open to death and cannot close them (Jer 9:21), because
the will is still weak, although she is yet in command; and from her
ulcers a mass of bloody pus is flowing everywhere. Worst of all, the
soul sees itself contaminated, not by someone else, but by its own body,
which is no other than itself. For the soul is so constituted that just as
it is the memory which is befouled so it is the will which destroys. For
the soul itself is nothing but reason, memory, and will."! But now rea-
son is found to be blind, for it did not see all this until now; weak, for
it cannot repair what it recognizes; and the memory is found to be foul
and fetid; and the will weak and covered in itching sores (2 Mc 9:9).
And, to omit nothing which belongs to the man, his very body rebels
and every single member is a window (Jer 9:21) through which death
enters the soul and ceaselessly makes the confusion worse.

VII. THE BREATH oF ConsoLaTiON WHEN THE Soul HEears
OF THE PrRoMISED HAPPINESS OF THE KINGDOM OF Heaven

12. When it is in this state, let the soul hear the divine voice; in wonder
and amazement let it hear him saying, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt § :3). Who is poorer in spirit
than he who in the whole of his own spirit finds no rest (Lk 11:24),
nowhere to lay his head (Mt 8:20)? Here, too, is holy advice, that he
who displeases himself pleases God (1 Cor 7:32; 1 Thes 2:4), and he who

10. Cf. Statius, Thebaid, 11.429, ed. H. J- Mozley (London, 1928),
11. See note 5.
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Un:ﬁ.\m what he hag heard (Rom 10:16)
he cries, “Does wretchedness then Emwm
. If you are in that state, have faith. It
which makes a man happy, so that hum
need to strength. “You shall set aside fo
ram, O God; it was failing, but you ha
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ve made it perfect” (Ps 67:10).

the help of a Physician and he
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3
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using force,”

VIII. 13, There is no delay. The man

£¢ =
For this reason,” he says, “call
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ou cannot deny that you have never been
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able to satisfy all these demands, even moderately. The pleasures of the
throat, which are so highly regarded today, take up scarcely two fin-
gers’ breadth; and the small enjoyment of tha little fragment is pre-
pared with such trouble and gives rise to such anxiety! By this the
upper and lower parts of the body are enlarged, and the swelling stom-
ach is not so much fattened as made pregnant with destruction; and
when the bones cannot bear the weight of the flesh, various diseases
follow.

With what labor and expense (sometimes of good reputation and
honor), even at what danger to life, is the seductive whirlpool of lust
stirred, so that the sulfurous vapor, though it glows very little, may
drive its maddened victims with goads, and treat their intoxicated
hearts like bees which first pour out honey and then sting.'? This is the
man whose heart is torn, whose desires full of anxiety and regret, whose
acts of abomination and ignominy, whose fate of remorse and shame,
are fully recognized at last for what they are.

14. What do these vain spectacles benefit the body or seem to.
confer on the soul? For you will find no third part of man which
might benefit from curiosity. Frivolous and vain and empty is that
consolation, and I do not know what harder lot I could solicit for him
than that he should always have what he wants; he who when fleeing
sweet peace delights in restless curiosity. It is quite clear that only
the passing of all these “delights” is a joy. Besides, it is obvious from
its very name that the “vanity of vanities” is nothing (Sir 1:2). Vain
indeed is the labor which is carried out from zeal for vanity (Ps 126:1).
“O glory, glory,” says the wise man, “among the thousands of mor-
tals, you are nothing but a vain puffing up of the ears!”"* And yet
how much unhappiness do you think this (which is not so much
happy vanity as vain happiness) produces? For it causes blindness of
heart (Mc 3:5; Eph 4:18), as it is written, “My people, those who call
you blessed deceive you” (Is 3:12). It produces the stiff-necked fury
of animosity, the anxious labor of suspicion, the cruel torment of frus-
tration, and the wretchedness of envy, which receives more misery
than pity. Thus the insatiable love of riches is a desire which brings
far more torment to the soul than their enjoyment brings refreshment.
For the acquisition of riches is found to be all labor, their possession

12. Boethius, Qai&&..ea of Philosophy, 111, metr.7, ed. Bieler, CCSL 94 (1957), p.47.
13. 1bid., 11, pr.6, p. 45.
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wmmrwmﬁﬂrwwm »M.ro: loss all sorrow. Then, Where there are many TraaT Works DoNE N This LiFE ARE LIKE THE
) € an—v\ QT0.00Em:EG HFQE: A—WOAL m.—Ov' and mﬂmmﬂa MHHUM OF —W<MEL>m.H~ZQ,~NH<<>WU

16. Granted that the world seems for now to give those who love it
great and honorable things; everyone knows that it is faithless. Cer-
tainly these things do not last and it is uncertain even when they will
end."* Often they are lost to a man while he is still alive. He is sure to
lose them when he dics.
And what in human life is more certain than death and more un-
ON UnworThy S1. AVERY TO THE Vicgs certain than the hour of death? Death is not merciful to poverty. It is
THE UNcgrT AINTY WHEN Dgath WiLL Om?:m ! no respecter of :nrn.wm. It spares no one for the sake of his noble birth,
AND THE Ung APPINESS OF AMASSING Riass | his behavior, even his age; it waits at the door mOn.nrm old and ambushes
. the young. Unhappy is he who in the dark and m__vvn_.v\v_mnnm%mwf@

of man, that glory which God has prepared for those who love him

15. Surely it i ] .. of this life gives his energies to work which cannot last and does not
One’s MMW m .wﬂﬁw vaohﬂcmﬂm_ﬁwmﬂmmm €9.E. Which lies in the Evil : recognize Hmﬁ it is <»vo~m€rmnr appears for a moment (Jas 4:15) and
promises souls which forget vanity of vanities (Eccl 1:2). Ambitious man, have you obtained some

their creati ir dignj
. creation and their dignity, souls who are not ashamed to feed dignity you have long desired? Hold on to what you have. Miser, have

2 you filled your coffers? Be careful not to lose it ail. Has your land been
From this very fruitful? Pull down your barns and build greater (Lk 12:16). Make

: square buildings round.** Say to vour soul, “You must have goods laid
MMM“MMHW:MMWWW&MMS»WW\M :m slavery to this foulness of the body’s cw for many %mnmnm.: There NM\E Wn someone to say, “Fool, mEm night
glory of God’s greatness A_,uﬁ 7. _w ) n%%nw\ M.Mmoﬂﬂoﬂﬂwrﬂwmmwﬂwﬂ M:m M_mm %o:m. soul will be required of you. To whom will all that you have stored
distingui i e . reath, up belong?” (Lk 12:18 ff).
by rﬂmw__wwmwmw_“ WWHMM_M.;M% MBH MM__ ﬁ“ﬂéﬂh.wmamm.m » redeemed him i 17. W»:a would that only this collection perished and not their col-
4:5). When the sou] deserts m.znr w Brid Y the Spirit (Rom 8:15; Gal _ lector too! He will perish more terribly. It would be better to sweat over

. ricegroom and pursues such lovers work which has no purpose than at work which has a deadly result. But
i here the wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23) and he who sows in the flesh

will reap corruption from the flesh (Gal 6:8). For our deeds do not pass
away as they seem to. On the contrary, every deed done in this life is
the seed of a harvest to be reaped in eternity. The fool will be amazed
b N when he sees the huge yield of the few seeds he has sown; good or bad,
it wants (Rom 1 . \ esh ever ything according to the quality of the seed. He who bears this in mind will
tined vmmmz.n H:mw Rﬂwm MMMMMMM wwm\mw”mmﬁm ﬂ_:“. id body s&_nr is des- never HEWr sin a M.En, Wnnmcmn he will look to the future harvest rather
that to worship mammon (Mt 6:24) and sUs 14:1). F or who IS unaware . than that which he sows. Men sow unknowingly; they sow, hiding the

:24) and 1o serve avarice (which means . mysteries of iniquity (2 Thes 2:7), and disguise the notes of SEENQUm

mnns.:_.mowvﬁww m"mhﬁ_.“ o
nS.Qm:Mm of a mmmgn..man No:w_ .uu.v, or to chase eager ly after vanity, is clear 25:4); the business of darkness is done in the dark (Ps 90:6).
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I 14. Cicero, De Senectute, XX.74, ed. W. A. Falconer (London, 1923).
15. Horace, £p., 1.i.100, ed. H. Rushton Fairclough (London, 1923).
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IX. THaTITIS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SINNER TO HiDE

18. “I am mcmwoc:mna by walls,” says the man. “Who can see me” (Sir
23:25)? Even if no man sees you, you are seen. The wicked angel sees
you. The good angel sees you. God who is greater than good or wicked
angels sees you. The accuser (Rv 12:10) sees you. The multitude of wit-

God (Heb 10:31).

Do not be in a hurry to think yourself safe. Ambushes are con-
cealed from you, but you cannot hide from them. Ambushes are con.
cealed, I say, and just as you cannot find them, so you cannot fail to
fall into them. He who made the car hears and he who put the eyes in
your head sees (Ps 93:9). No wall of stones cuts off the Sun’s rays. Not
even the wall of the body is impenetrable to the gaze of truth. En. sees
Hro.mn he has made. All things lie bare to his eyes, which penetrate more
easily than a two-edged sword (Heb 4:12). He not only sees; he distin-
guishes Hrn. paths of our thoughts and the sources of our mnm_.msmm. If he

sentence of the Lord his judge so much, even when he is not

. . ’ a A.-
ub%_m::m which can be held against him. The apostle says, “I wﬁw_ﬂ Mm
nothing against myself. But I am not therefore i tifi i
who judges me” (1 Cor 4:3ff.). o

19. If you boast that you can frustrate human judgment by pre-

tense, be sure that he whose €ye€ 1s on men even for sins they have not

such fear of your neighbor’s knowledge of what you are how m

should you shrug off the opinion of those to SrWB ms_.a.zmﬂ% is Q.mao MH_MMM
hateful and corruption far more execrable? If you do not fear God but
only the eyes of men (Lk 18:2, 4), remember what you cannot fail to
know, that the man Christ knows all the deeds of men (1 Tm 2:5). So,

more reluctant to dare before him. What ou would not

be allowed to do, but like to do, while %o:w\. mn:oé-mnzwwﬂwmm WMMWWM%.
you should be horrified even to think of doing in the presence of om_”
Lord. Omrn_.é._.mn. if you live in fear of the eye of the flesh rather W\rms
the sword ‘Which has power to destroy the flesh (Dt 32:42), that fear
you fear will come upon you, and what you dread will rmvﬁnm (b 3:25).
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There is nothing hidden which is not to be revealed; nothing secret
which will not be known (Lk 12:2; Mt 10:26). When the works of dark-
ness (Rom 13:12) are brought to light they will be accused by the light
(Jn 3:20), and not only abominable hidden obscenities, but also the
wicked business of men who sell mysteries for money, and the fraud-
ulent whisperings of men who invent deceits and pervert judgment (Jb
34:12; Eccl 5:7). All these will he who knows everything, who sees into
the heart and bowels (Ps 7:10; Rv 2:23), reveal, when he begins to bring
lamps to Jerusalem (Wis 1:12).

X.20. What therefore will they do, or rather, what will they suf-
fer, those who have committed sins, when they hear, “Go into ever-
lasting fire,” you who have not done good works (Mt 7:23, 25:41, 45;
Lk 13:27). When will he be admitted to the wedding-feast, he who has
neither girded his loins to abstain from evil, nor kept his light burning
to do good (Lk 12:35)? Then neither the integrity of virginity nor the
brightness of the lamp will be able to excuse the lack of one thing: the
oil (Mt 25:1). Or what tortures must be believed to lie in wait for those
who in this life have done not merely wrong, but perhaps the worst of
evils (Eccl 8:11), if those who have received good things here are to be
so tormented that in the midst of the flames their burning tongues are
not cooled by even one tiny dropof water (Lk 16:24)?

Let us therefore beware of wrongdoing and let us not commit sins
freely within the Church, trusting that it casts a wide net, knowing that
fishermen do not keep everything the net brings in, but when the boat
comes to shore they choose the good fish and throw away the bad (Mt
13:47). Let us not be content to gird our loins. Let us also light our
lamps (Mt 5:15) and be conscientious in doing good works (Gal 6:10),
bearing it in mind that every tree, not only that which bears bad fruit
but also that which does not bear good fruit, will be cut down and
thrown into the fire (Mt 3:10, 7:19; Lk 3:9), that “eternal fire which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt 25:41).

21. For the rest, let us so turn our backs on evil and do good (Ps
36:27; Ps 33:15) that we may seek peace (1 Pt 3:11) and not glory. For
glory is God’s and he will not yield it to anyone else. “My glory,” he
says, “I will not give to another” (Is 42:8, 48:11). And it was a man after
God’s heart who said, “Neot unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy
name give glory” (Ps 113:9). Let us remember, too, what Scripture
says, “If you offer aright and do not divide rightly, you have sinned”
(Gn 4:7). This “division” of ours is right, brothers; let no man question
it. If there is anyone who is displeased by it, let him know that it is not
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are already closed, and hear the dread word of the Bri

SWering us from within, “J do, not know you” (Mt 25 ;Nv:mmm%oﬁhmm.
vmm_.an the entrance still, not only of unrighteousness, unfruitfulness

vanity, but also of Pleasure itself.'s Thag is why we need fortitude
against the temptation to sin, so that, strong in the faith, we may resist
the roaring lion (1 Pt 5 :81f.), and with this shield (Prv 30:5; Neh 2:3)
manfully repel his fiery arrows (Eph 6:16). We need justice 0 do moo.a

We need prudence, so that We may not be reproved with the foolish
virgms. Lastly, we need temperance, so that we do not, in the midst of
our pleasures, one day hear what that wretched man heard when

feasts and fine garments set aside, he Prayed for mercy and rom:.d “Re-
member, son, that you have recejved good things in your life and Laz-
arus bad things; now he is comforted and you are tormented” (Lk
(Ps 65:5)! But if he i terrible, he is also merciful, when MM MMMWMMM M_MM
the nature of the judgment which is to come. “The sou] which has
simned will die” (Ez 18:4). The branch which has not borne fruit wij]

THAT THE F LESH RESISTS THE SPIRIT
WhicH [s BecinNINg TO FEAR Gop AND TRy 10 Do Goop

16. RB 7.24,

B —
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But perchance the will is found rebellious and obstinate, and not merely
impatient, but, worse, after warnings, impervious to threats and
prickly when flattered. Perhaps it will be found that the will is not
moved at all by the suggestions of reason, and replies with a flash of
anger, “How long am I to endure you(Mt17; 165 1.k 4:41)? Your preach-
ing does not move me (Jn 8:37). I know that you are clever, but your
cleverness does not fool me.” Perhaps, then, the will, calling upon the
members of the body one by one, urges them harder than ever to give
in to their desires (Rom 6:12) and act wickedly (Rom 6:19). That is an
only too familiar daily experience to all of us, that those who are giving
their minds to conversion are tempted the more strongly by the desires
of the flesh (1 Jn 2:16), and those who seek to leave Egypt and escape
from Pharaoh are driven harder to make bricks out of clay (Ex 1:14,
5:19-21).

23. Would that such a one might turn aside from ungodliness and
be careful not to fall into that terrible abyss of which it is written, “The
ungodly man thinks nothing of it when he comes to the depths of
wickedness” (Prv 18:3). He can be cured only by the most powerful
remedy, and he will easily fail, unless he takes care to follow the phy-
sician’s advice and do what he tells him. The temptation is fierce. It
brings a man close to desperation (Heb 6:8) unless he gathers all his
forces to take pity on his soul.which he ‘sees to be so wretched and pi-
tiable, changes his attitude, and listens to the voice of him (Rv 10:4,
10:8) who says, “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be com-
forted” (Mt 5:5). Let him mourn abundantly, for the time for mourning
has come and his state is greatly to be wept over. Let him mourn, but
not without holy love and in hope of consolation. Let him bear in in
mind that he can find no rest in himself, but all is full of misery and
desolation. Let him bear it in mind that there is no good in his own flesh
(Rom 7:18), and that this wicked world offers nothing but vanity and
affliction of spirit (Eccl 1:14, 2:11, 17, 4:16). Let him consider, | say,
that neither within nor beneath nor around him is any consolation to
be found, so that at last he may learn to seek what is to be sought above
(Col 3:1) and to hope for what comes from above. Yet let him mourn
meanwhile, bewailing his sorrow (Jb 10:20). Let his eyes pour out water
(Ps 118:136). Let his eyelids not close in sleep (Prv 6:4). Truly, the eye
which was in darkness before is cleansed by tears and its sight sharp-
ened, so that it is able to gaze into the brightness of that most serene
light (Acts 22:11).
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XI1. >3Umw GRrRIer CoMEs CoOMFORT AND THE KINDLING oF
THE DESIRE TO CONTEMPLATE HEAVENLY THiNngs

24. From now onward, let him
‘ard, gazc upward through the wind
o_F_: _w:.c:mr H.rn lattice (5 2:9), and follow the m&&ﬂm star Qﬁn w .<_<v, ,wmww
WL mmrm mmﬂ:”wow M_me zealously imitating the Magi, let him m.mnr the
N the ight (Ps 35:10). He will find a wonderful lace to pi i
. tch

Sﬂ M'wm 41:5), where a man may eat the bread of m:m%m (Ps wowm_ mw WM
WSQ ind a paradise of pleasure planted by the Lord (Gn 2:8). Im.c&:
1nd 2 garden of sweet flowers. He will find a cool resting-place, and

. . » and it will disturb me | it i
itself less disturbed. :.m. or he speaks the truth who says :%Mmru Mm: _M_Mm
upon H&o: and .v\oﬂ will find rest for your souls” (Mt _W.Nov S
. Emz:.m in this promise, she addresses the angr L\E :

ingly and with a cheerfy] expression, and in the mw_.avma of WMW_.MMWWMM

Cor 4:21) which befits her, says, “Do not be indignant. I am not able

to cause you to stumble.  am . i .
B your body; your own self, There is noth-
Do not be surprised if the will’s reply j i
% isec ply is more bitter th
says, “Too much ar_nw_nm. has made you mad” (Acts NQ“NA%H M,MMNMM
:M.oﬂmnuﬁ let the Teason wait quietly and hide jts doings, until, talki
Mm vw mm M.sn_ that, Q_H can bring the subject up opportunely mm%:ﬂm “To
Iscovered a most beautiful garden, a ver _mm.mmzﬂ Ia ¢
would be good for us to be there (Mt 17:4). For it Mcwm you rmthM. cﬂ
s be » to be turning over your sorr
Wmm.vao:vm m:mMm:m rm»érrnm:& In your nrmEcan. (Ps A.&QM;NM WM”.M
© ni€ar to him who seeks him, to the soy] which hopes in hi
3:25). He will attend to the vows mm his Mk e
. : suppliants, and he will min;
”M ﬁrn%g in the power of hjs word” (Heb 4:12), The will’s mom_._.ms ,H“mm HMM
: o<omm.m:m not only to see the place (Mt 28:6); it will also long to enter
(Jn 20:4-8), little by little, and make its mémEzm there (Jn 14:23),
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it. Nor is it the plentifulness of earthly trees that makes it desirable to
you, but the joyous and lovely (Ps 146:1) plantation of spiritual virtues
which grows there. It is an enclosed garden (Sg 4:12), where a sealed
fountain gives forth four springs (Sg 4:12) and a fourfold virtue comes
from a single source of wisdom. There, too, the whitest lilies spring,
and when the flowers appear the voice of the turtle-dove is heard (Sg
2:12). There the perfume of the Bride gives off a most sweet fragrance,
and other scents abound. There the north wind is still and the south
wind softly blows (Sg 1:11; 4:16). There in the midst is the tree of life
(Gn 2:9), the apple tree of the Song of Songs, more precious than all
the trees of the wood, in whose shade the Bride finds coolness and
whose fruit is sweet to her taste (Sg 2:3).

There continence shines and the vision of pure truth illuminates
the eye of the heart (Eph 1:18). The most sweet voice of the inner Com-
forter brings joy and gladness to the cars (Ps 50:10). There the most
lovely odor of a fruitful field which the Lord has blessed (Gn27:27)is
carried to the nostrils of hope (Sg 2:14). There a foretaste of the incom-
parable delights of love is enjoyed, and the mind, anointed with mercy
and freed from the sharp thorns and briars by which it was once pricked
(Is 10:17), rests happily with a clear conscience (Acts 23:1; 1 Tm 1:5).

These are not among the rewards of eternal life. They should be
thought of as wages of the soldiering of this life (1 Cor 9:7). They do
not belong to what is promised to the Churchin the future, but rather
to what she is promised now (Gal 4:23~25; | Tm 4:8). For this is the
hundredfold reward which is set before those who despise the world
(Mt 19:29).

- You do not need any speech of mine to commend this to you, The
Spirit reveals it himself (1 Cor 2:10). You do not need to look it up in
the pages of a book. Look to experience instead. Man does not know
the price of wisdom. It comes from hidden places and it has a sweetness
with which no sweetness known to living men (Jb 28:12, 13; Ps 26:13,
51:7) can compare. It is the sweetness of the Lord, and you will not
recognize it unless you taste it. “Taste and see,” he says, “how sweet
the Lord is” (Ps 33:9).

+ The new name which a man knows only if he receives it is hidden
manna (Rv 2:7). Not learning but ahointing teaches it; it is not grasped
by knowledge but by conscience (1 Jn 2:27). Itis holy. Itis a pearl (Mt
7:6). He who began both to do and to teach (Acts 1:1) will not himself
do what he forbids. For he does not think of those who have renounced
their former sins and wickednesses as dogs or swine. They are even

== ==
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comforted by the Apostle, who says, “Some of i i
, , you were like this, but
you have been washed and you are sanctified” (1 Cor 6:] 1). But let a“_n

dog be careful not to return to his vomj
care omit and the sow not t.
s&:o%Em n the mire (2 Pt 2:22). Rt

XIV. Having Tastep Such Foop THE SouL UNDERSTANDS
THAT THEY ARE Bressep
Who Hungegr AND THIRST AFTER ?mm:,mocmmem

it readily to the will, “Blessed are they who hunger a i

righteousness, for they shall be filled” S\w\ﬂ 5:6). Itis mﬁ mcﬁw%”_n..wmwmw.
and a mystery beyond thinking of, It js «, faithful saying and <<o_.9v“
to be recejved by everyone” (1 Tm 1:15, 4:9), that he who came to us
m,o=.~ heaven came from 5 royal throne (Wis 18.15 ). For there was 3 great

little: to the point of nausea. And by the grace of God itise

one of us to be sated in this émv\._vwﬂoﬁ m is a satiety Eom”%mowwmmm%
mvczn_.mnno but by contempt. So, foolish sons of Adam, devouring nrw
husks Intended for the pigs, you are feeding not your hungry souls but
the hunger jtself. Indeed, we continue to lack food when we sit at this
banquet; unnatural food only sustains hunger. And, to take a plainer
example, that of one of the many things humap vanity desires, [ tell
you that man’s heart is not satisfied with gold any more than his bod
Is satisfied with wind. Let the miser not be indignant. The same Eiw

ON CONVERSION 87

27. Which of you, brothers, desires to be satisfied and to have his

desire fulfilled? Let him begin to hunger after righteousness (Mt §:6)
and he cannot fail to be satisfied. Let him desire that bread of which
there is plenty in his Father’s house (Lk 15:17), and he will find that the
husks of the pigs disgust him. Let him try to taste righteousness even
a little, for the more he desires it the more will he deserve it; it is writ-
ten, “He who eats me will hunger for more and he who drinks me will
thirst for more” (Eccl 24:29). For this desire is more in keeping with the
spirit of man. It takes possession of the human heart with a more natural
and more powerful desire, and energetically casts out all other desires.
So the strong armed man is driven out by a stronger (Lk 11:2 I1ff.), as a
nail can often be driven out by a nail. “Blessed therefore are those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be satisfied” (Mt
3:6). Not yet indeed with that which a man shall be filled with and live
(Ex 33:20), but with all the other things which had been desired insa-
tiably before, so that from now on the will shall cease to sell the body
into slavery and its former lusts (Rom 6:12; 1 Pt 1:14), and expose it to
the influence of reason. Instead, it will urge it to continue in right-
cousness so as to grow with no less zeal than it showed before when it
served infirmity unto iniquity (Rm 6:19).

XV. Tuat Our SiNs, ONCE PuNisHED, ARe F ORGIVEN,
AND Ir THEY ARE NoT REPEATED, CANNOT BE A STUMBLING-
Brock, Bur Ratuer Work ToGETHER FOR Goop

28 And now the will has been changed and the body brought into sub-
jection to it (1 Cor 9:27), as though the fountain of evil had been dried
up in part and the opening covered over. The third task remajns and
that is the hardest: to purify the memory and pump out the cesspit.
How can I forget my own life? Take a thin piece of poor-quality parch-
ment which has soaked up the ink with which the scribe has written on
it. Can any skill erase it? It is not merely superficially colored; the ink
is ingrained. It would be pointless for me to try to clean it. The parch-
ment would tear before the marks of wretchedness were removed. For-
getting would perhaps destroy the memory itself, so that, in a mental
convulsion, I should cease to remember what I had done.

We must ask, then, what keen edge can both clean my memory
and keep it intact? Only the living and effective Word which is sharper
than a two-edged sword (Heb 4:1 2), which “takes away your sins” (Mk
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2:5). The Pharisee may murmur and say, « i
; i Y, “Who can take away sins ex-
cept QO@.U Mk 2:7; Lk 5 "N_.v. He who says this to me is OOVM_ and n_wo

that ?.w was Scen on earth and talked with men (Bar 3:36-38), His ar-
don wipes out sin, not from the memory, but in such a way .ﬁrmn sm::
before was both present in the memory and rendered it unclean is now

m_nrccm.r 1t 1s still in the memory, no longer a defilement to it. . or now
many sins come to mind which we know to have been 89?5& by

XVI. ON tur MEercYy WHicH [s PROMISED TO THE PENITENT
. N AND s\zmaommc,
BLEssED,” Hg Savs, “ARE THE MERrcrFuL,” anp so ON

&
29. For him who prays for merc is a fitti
. ¥, there is a fitting reply. “B]
the BQ.Q?_W for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5.7), Wm%nwwmw&w MWWM.MM,
own soul (Sir 30:24) if you want God to have mercy on you. Drench

i s 2

—
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and give what is left over to the poor (Lk 19:8, 18:22, 11:41), and you
will be shown mercy (Rom 9:25). “If your sins were as scarlet, they shal
be as white as snow, and if they were red as vermilion, they shall b
white as wool” (Is 1:18). So that you may not be put to shame for al
the devices of your wrongdoing (Wis 3:11), for which you blush now
(Rom 6:21), give alms, and if you cannot do so from your earthly sub
stance (Jb 4:7; Lk 11:41), do it from your good will, and they will all be
clean. Not only will the reason be enlightened and the will put right
but the memory itself will be purged, and henceforth you will cry
the Lord and hear a voice saying, “Blessed are the pure in heart, fo
they shall see God” (Mt 5:8).

XVII. TuaT tHE HEART MUST BE CLEANSED
Ir THE Sout Is To SEE Gop,
FOR, “BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART,” AND so oN

30. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5:8)
This is a great promise, my brothers, and something to be desired witt
all one’s heart. For to see in this way is to be like God, as John the Apos-
tle says, “Now we are all sons of God, but it has not yet been mads
clear what we shall be: For we know that when it is made clear we shal
be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1]Jn 3:2). This vision is eterna
life (Jn 12:50), as Truth himself says in the Gospel, “This is eternal life,
that they should know that you alone are the true God, and him whom
you have sent, Jesus Christ” (Jn 17:3). .

Hateful is the blemish which deprives us of this blessed vision. De-
testable is the neglectfulness which causes us to put off the cleansing of
the eye. For just as our bodily vision is impeded either by a humor
within, or by dust from outside entering the eye, so too is our spiritual
vision disturbed by the desires of our own flesh or by wordly curiosity
and ambition. Qur own experience teaches us this, no less than the Sa-
cred Page, where it is written, “The body which is corruptible weighs
down the soul and the earthly habitation oppresses its thoughts” (Wis
9:15). But in both it is sin alone which dulls and confuses the vision;
nothing else seems to stand between the eye and the light, between God
and man. For while we are in this body we are in exile from the Lord
(2 Cor 5:6).

That is not the body’s fault, except in that it is yet mortal (Rom
7:24); rather it is the flesh which is a sinful body (Rom 6:6), the flesh in
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spit. No, rather let hjm realize tha i
washing first, Nor must he be s&%m&:mh%ﬁ“ﬂﬂ”%
%MMWMM Mﬁa wnmzna by fire so as to say, “We have passed n:.o:mr fire
v b mm@mﬂﬂ you Fﬁ& cnocmwﬂ us to a resting place” (Ps 65:12),
ot rn _u._:.m In heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5 :8). “Now
These t om w glass Q.E.EV: but hereafter face to face” (1 Cor 13: 12)
+ o Y our faces will be completely clean, so thar he may presene
€m to himself &.::Em. without stain or wrinkle (Eph 5 :27) G

; he needs to be

X
VIII. ..mOm THE PEACEMAKER AT PEAcE anp MAKING Peacg
LESSED ARE THE wm>nmz>xmzm, " AND S0 oN .
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then, is deservedly blessed with
, the name “sop” (1]Jn 3:1
MMM_m_ the Mo_.w of a son, for, grateful for his own Hnn.ﬁ_En_.:Mao: he re
€S others to his Father too (2 Cor 3 :18). So he who has moiwnm Sm._u_.

gains for himself a good position (1 Tm

: 3:3); th
n the Father’s ro._._mn than that of hjs son, ﬁw Onn%mww“ Uwrsc Wnﬂ.nm.. place
of God and co-heirs with Chyjgr» (Rom 8:17) She by

where he is, there may his servant be too (Jn 12:2¢), ,
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We have wearied you by talking for so long, and we have kept you
longer than we should have done. Now time puts an end to our lo-
quacity, as shame has not.

But remember what the Apostle said; we read that he once went
on preaching (Ti 1:3) until midnight (Acts 20:7). “Would to God,” to
use his words, “that you could bear with a little of my folly. For I care
jealously for your good as God himself does” (2 Cor 11:1).

XIX. AN ATTACK UPON THE AMBrTIoUs WHO PRESUME TO
BriNGg Gob’s PEACE To OTHERS
BEFORE THEIR OWN HEARTS ARE Pure

32. Little children, “Who made it clear to you that you should flee from
the wrath to come?” (Mt 3:7; Lk 3:7). For no one deserves anger more
than the enemy who pretends friendship: “Judas, do you betray the Son
of Man with a kiss?” (Lk 22:48). You, a man of one mind with him (Ps
54:14-15), who used to take pleasant meals with him, whose hand
dipped into the same dish (Mt 26:23), you have no part in the prayer
with which he prays to the Father and says, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing” (Lk 23:34). Woe to you who
take away the key not only of knowledge but also of authority; you do
not enter in yourself and in many ways you prevent those you ought to
introduce from entering in (Lk 11:52). You steal the keys rather than
receiving them. The Lord asks about such through the prophet. “They
have reigned but not by me. They have chosen princes but I did not
call them to the thrones they occupy” (Hos 8:4).

Whence comes such zeal for preferment, such shameless ambition,
such folly of human presumption? Surely none of us would dare to take
over the ministry of any earthly king, even the most minor, without his
instructions (especially when he actually prohibits it) or to seize his be-
nefices or conduct his affairs? Do not suppose then that God will ap-
prove of what he endures from those in his great house who are vessels
fit for destruction (Rom 9:22).

- Many come, but consider who is called. Listen to the Lord’s words
in their order. “Blessed,” he says, “are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God” and then, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God” (Mt 5:8). The heavenly Father calls the pure
in heart (Mt 5:9) who do not seek for themselves but for Christ, and not
what will profit them but what will profit many. “Peter,” he says, “do
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he rejoices in his anger and behaves like a tyrant. He seeks to make a
profit from piety (1 Tm 6:5). What am I to say about the purity of his
heart? Would that he had not given it over to forgetfulness like a dead
man who has no thoughts (Ps 30:13). Would that he were not a “dove
gone astray and having no heart” (Hos 7:11). The bodily garment is
found to be stained; would that even the outside were clean, so that he
could obey at least in part him who says, “Be clean, you who bear the
vessels of God” (Is 52:1). - :

XX. THAT THE __ZOOZH_ZHZH Do Nor Frar
BoLpLy To TaAkE HorLy ORDERS

34. While we do not accuse everyone, yet we cannot excuse everyone.
The Lord has left himself many thousands (Rom 11:4). Otherwise, if
their righteousness did not excuse us and the Lord of Sabaoth had not
left us a holy seed (Rom 9:29), we should have been overwhelmed long
ago like Sodom and punished like Gomorrah (Jer 50:40).
The Church seems to have grown. Even the most holy order of the
clergy is multiplied beyond counting (Ps 39:6). But even if you have
multiplied the people, Lord, you have not made joy greater (Is 9:3), and
merit seems to have decreased as much as numbers have increased.
Everywhere people are rushing to join sacred orders, and they seize
with neither reverence nor consideration upon ministries which the an-
gels themselves regard with veneration. For the ungodly do not fear to
take up the banner of the heavenly kingdom or to wear the crown of its
jurisdiction, men in whom greed rules, ambition gives the orders, pride
holds sway, iniquity is enthroned, lust is the principal ruler. If, follow-
ing the prophecy of Ezekiel, we were to dig under the wall to see some-
thing horrible in God’s house, in these men the worst abomination
would perhaps appear within the walls (Ez 8:8). Truly, having com-
mitted fornication and adultery and incest (1 Cor 6:9; 1 Cor 5:1), some
do not fail to go on to ignominious passions and nameless deeds (Rom
1:26). Would that these things (which are still the same breach of proper
behavior) were not still being committed today. Would that the Apostle
did not need to write these things, nor we to speak of them. Would that
when we speak of such abominable things ever crossing any man’s
mind, no one would believe us.
Is it not true that those cities which gave rise to this filth were
once foredoomed by divine judgment and destroyed by fire (Gn 19:24
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XXI. EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE, AND TO SEEK A HUMBLE
PLack FirsT AND ONLY AFTER BECOMING WORTHY
10 Look To HiGHER HONOR

37. Spare your souls, I beg you brothers, spare them, spare the blood
which was shed for you (Mt 26:28). Beware of the fearful danger; turn
from the fire which is prepared (Mt 25:41). Do not let the profession of
perfection turn out to be 2 mockery. Let virtue take a straightforward
form in holiness (2 Tm 3:5). Do not let the form of the celibate life be
vain and empty of truth. Does chastity not stand in danger from plea-
sure, humility from riches, piety from worldly business, truth from
chattering, love from this wicked world (Gal 1:4)? Flee from the midst
of Babylon, flee and save your souls (Jer 48:6; 51:6). Fly to the cities of
refuge'” (Jos 21:36) where you can do penance for past sins and also
obtain grace in the present and confidently await future glory. Let not
consciousness of sins hold you back, for where sins abound, grace
abounds the more (Rom 5:20). Let not the severity of penance deter
you, for the sufferings of this present time are nothing in comparison
with past sin, which is forgiven, nor with the glory to come which is
promised to us (Rom 8:18). And thereis no bitterness that the prophet’s
meal cannot sweeten or wisdom, the tree of life (Gn 2:9), make deli-
cious. .
38. If you do not believe words, believe deeds (Jn 10:38). Accept
the evidence of many men’s example. Sinners rush from all sides to re-
pent and those delicate by habit and nature alike think nothing of out-
ward discomfort if it eases the gnawing of their conscience. Nothing is
irmpossible to those who believe (Mt 17:19). Nothing is difficult for
those who love. Nothing is harsh to the meek. Nothing is hard to the
humble, who are assisted by grace (Jas 4:6) and whose obedience is un-
der the tender command of devotion.

Why do you walk in great and wonderful things which are beyond
you? It is a great and wonderful thing to be a minister of Christ and a
steward of God’s mysteries (1 Cor 4:1). The order of peacemakers is far
above you, unless perhaps you prefer to leap rather than climb, and
Jeave our. the stages which come first. Would that he who enters in that
way couid administer as faithfully as he confidently pushed his way in.
But it is difficult, perhaps impossible, for the sweet fruit of love to ripen

17. l.e., monasteries.
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much as preferring to endure persecution rather than maintain right-
eousness. Truly, it is contrary to their way of working; it troubles them
even to hear of it (Wis 2:12ff.).

40. For the rest, you can see men ready to stir up trouble, to bear
hatred, to pretend to be ashamed, to ignore curses, to undergo all risks
for the sake of avarice and ambition; no less ruinous is the animosity of
menlike that than the feebleness of hirelings. Their own good shepherd
who was ready to lay down his life for the sheep says to the shepherds
(Jn 10:10-15), “Blessed shall you be when men shall hate you and when
they shall separate you and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake. Be glad and rejoice when that happens, for your reward is
great in heaven” (Lk 6:22).

Those whose treasure is in heaven have no reason to fear (Mt 6:19-
20). There is no reason for them to complain about many tribulations
when they are confident of a manifold reward. No, let them rather re-
joice, as is fitting, that it is not so much persecution which is increased
as reward, and let them rejoice the more that they bear many things for
Christ, so that with him henceforth a more abundant reward may wait
for them (Mt 5:12). “Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith” (Mt 8:26)?
The faithful word stands firm on the changeless truth, for no adversity
can hurt you if no wickedness has you in its control. But it is a small
thing that it will not hurt you; it will even profit you, and abundantly,
as long as righteousness is your purpose and Christ is your cause, with
whom “the patience of the poor will never perish” (Ps 9:19). To him be
glory now and forever, world without end (1 Pt 5:11; 2 Pt 3:18).



